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Request to Create a New Course
Deadlines for submission to the appropriate SCRC Chair or CUC Chair:
For one-time or pilot courses (including those taught by visiting faculty or postdocs): August 1 for Fall semester courses; December 1 for Spring semester courses.
For regular courses: March 1 for Fall semester courses; October 1 for Spring semester courses.

NEW COURSE INFORMATION
Is this a one-time course or a pilot course?

□ Yes

If Yes, you must use a departmental special topics course number. A section of
the special topics course will be created with the title you list here.

□ No

Long Title: Ethics in Software Engineering
Short Title: S O F T W A R E

E T H I C S

30 character maximum

Effective Term:

□ Fall

□ Spring

□ Summer

□ No □ Yes #:
Will course be taught on Rice campus?:□ Off Campus □ On Campus □ 100% Online
Registration Permission Required: □ No □ Instructor □ Department
Grade Mode: □ Standard □ Satisfactory/Unsatisfactory
Credit Hours: □ Fixed ____
3
□ Variable ___ to ___

Effective Year: 2017
Course Subject Code: COMP
Course Number: 365
One-time/pilot courses should use departmental
special topics course number: 238, 477, or 677.

Repeatable for Credit:

UG/GR Equivalent:

Contact Hours: 3

If course has UG/GR equivalent, enter course number.

(per week)

Preparation Hours: 10

Course Department: Computer Science

(per week)

Language of Instruction: English

Lead Department:
(if cross-listed)

URL: not yet available

Course Type: □ Lecture

□ Independent Study
□ Studio
□ Lecture/Lab

□ Lab
□ Research

□ Seminar
□ Internship/Practicum
□ Intensive Learning Experience

A list of course type descriptions is available at: http://registrar.rice.edu/facstaff/coursetypedescription/.

Catalog Description:
50 word maximum

COMP 365 examines the ethical issues that arise in modern software
development. It will use academic papers and contemporary news accounts to
examine ethical issues that arise for both individuals and corporations. Areas of
focus will include privacy, public safety, and regulation.
ASSOCIATED COURSES

COMP 182

Pre-Requisites:

□ AND

/

□ AND

/

□ OR

□ AND

□ OR

□ AND

COMP 321

/

/

□ OR

□ OR

□ AND

/

□ OR

□ AND

/

□ OR

Co-Requisites:
Recommended
Pre-Requisites: □ AND /
Cross-Listed
Courses:

□ AND

/

□ AND

□ OR
□ AND

□ OR

/

□ OR

/

□ OR

Department Chair Signature (cross-listed course)

Department Chair Printed Name (cross-listed course)

Date

Department Chair Signature (cross-listed course)

Department Chair Printed Name (cross-listed course)

Date

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION
The instructor information provided below should be for the anticipated instructor of the course.
You must still request the course to be placed onto the Course Schedule, including informing the Office of the Registrar of the time and instructor of the course.

ID Number:
Instructor Name: Keith Cooper

Position/Title: Professor
Department Affiliation: Computer Science
New faculty/instructor hire this year? □ Yes
□ No
(Continued on next page.)

INFORMATION FOR USE IN THE EVALUATION OF THE NEW COURSE
Course Rationale —Indicate the place of the course in the major or other curricular initiative, service to non-majors, free elective, etc.

The growing role of computation, in spheres such as social media, autonomous vehicles, data-driven
marketing, online finance, and electronic medical records, has created an unprecedented opportunity
for digital misbehavior. This elective course will expose students ethical issues that arise in the digital
world and to the kinds of decisions that they may face in the future.

Course Overview — Provide an expanded course description. (Alternatively, attach a syllabus.)

COMP 365 will examine, through case studies and news accounts, the impact of design,
implementation, and deployment decisions on issues including privacy, safety, and health. Class
discussions and writing assignments will help students explore the roles of certification, regulation,
and liability.

Student Learning Outcomes — Indicate the anticipated student learning outcomes.

Students will develop an understanding of the relationship between design decisions and outcomes,
particularly outcomes with societal effects.
Students will develop an intellectual framework for making decisions that trade off societal values, such
as privacy, against commercial and technical concerns.
Students will learn to say no.

Work and Assessment — Briefly indicate the nature and amount of work required of students and plans for assessment.

Students will read roughly 50 pages of material per week. 25% of the grade will be based on
participation in classroom discussions and exercises; the remainder of the grade will be determined by
performance on (1) a midterm exam, (2) a final exam, and (3) three written papers. Each of those five
assignments will count for 15% of the final grade in the course.

Course Overlap — Are you aware of any currently offered courses with similar or overlapping content? If yes, please provide course
numbers.

None

NEW COURSE APPROVALS
Signatures required: For department courses: all
For extra-departmental courses within a school: Program Director, Dean, and relevant SCRC Chair.
For extra-departmental courses outside a school: Program Director, Dean, and the CUC Chair.
Chair of Department Curriculum Committee or Designee Signature

Chair of Department Curriculum Committee or Designee Printed Name

Date

Department Chair or Program Director Signature

Department Chair or Program Director Printed Name

Date

School Dean Signature

School Dean Printed Name

Date

School Review Committee Chair or CUC Chair Signature

School Review Committee Chair or CUC Chair Printed Name

Date
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